Occipital dermoid cyst associated with dermal sinus complicated with meningitis: A case report.
Occipital dermal sinus, usually associated with dermoid cyst, is a rare entity; it results from the persistence of an abnormal embryonal communication between the skin and the intradural space. Its main complication is intracranial infection. This 2-year-old girl was hospitalized for meningitis. Neuroradiological studies revealed a cystic mass of the posterior fossa communicating with the skin and hydrocephalus. The diagnosis of dermoid cyst associated with dermal sinus was established at surgery. The patient was treated with radical excision of both the occipital cyst and the dermal sinus associated with systemic antibiotic therapy. She had a good outcome. Posterior fossa dermoid cyst should be considered in all children with chronic occipital skin lesion, especially a dermal sinus. We emphasize the importance of early neurosurgical treatment of dermoid cysts to prevent the development of severe complications.